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  òLive To Tell About Itó 

The importance of Grace this summer  

at Lutheran Church of the Lakesé 

 

Martin Lutherõs understanding of Grace changed the church in 

the 1500õs. All of this happened through the reading of scripture! 

The grace of Jesus is one of the most beautiful gifts we will ever receive. Grace 

means that God loves us, forgives us, and welcomes usñnot because we have 

earned it, but because of what Jesus has done for us. 

Every day we fall short, yet Jesus meets us with mercy instead of condemnation. 

His grace gives us strength when we are weak, hope when we are discouraged, and 

a fresh start when we fail. 

As followers of Christ, we donõt live trying to earn Godõs love. We live from 

Godõs love. Because of His grace, we are forgiven, accepted, and empowered to 

become more like Him. 

òBy grace you have been saved through faithé it is the gift of God.ó ñ Ephe-

sians 2:8 

May we be united this summer in showing grace to one anotheréand receiving 

grace for ourselves. May we heal from our past wounds and know that Jesus loves 

us unconditionally!  

May we never get over the amazing grace of Jesus in our lives. 

Remember, Jesus loves you and so do I    - Pastor Jim.  

              Be a Steward of Godõs Grace 

What does the word ògraceó mean to you? A family membersõ name? A prayer 

before a meal? Or a simple reference of ògrace, peace, and loveó? Or an acro-

nym you learned years ago? Godõs Redemption A t Christõs Expense. As a 

Christian, it means much more than we can understand. It is not a reward for 

what we have done. It is not earned. It is a gift! Grace is received through faith 

and dependence on God. We are to be self-controlled, to be sober minded, to 

love earnestly, to show hospitality, and to use our gifts to serve others. (1 Peter 

4: 7-10). How is Grace different from Faith? Grace is Godõs unearned love, fa-

vor, and power bestowed on us. Faith is the trust, belief, and reliance on God, 

acting on His word. Visit your friends, neighbors, and community and show 

them grace where they are right now. Donõt wait for them to earn it. Show 

grace the same way God gives us His grace. What a great òdoor-openeró to 

walk with them as they start to develop their faith.      - Richard Moran 

Be still and know that  

     I am god 

Psalm 46:10 



Grace and the Parodical Son 

A few Sundays ago, our youth studied the story of the 

prodigal son. In Luke 15, Jesus tells the story of a young-

er son who demanded his inheritance early, left home, 

and wasted everything in reckless living. When a famine 

came, he found himself feeding pigs and longing to eat 

their food. He had brought shame on himself and his 

family. Finally, he decided to return home, hoping only 

to be treated like a hired servant. But before he could 

finish his apology, his father ran to him, embraced him, 

clothed him, and celebrated his return. 

That is a beautiful picture of grace. The son did not 

earn his way back into the family. He did not fix every-

thing first or prove that he deserved forgiveness. His 

father received him with love. In an even greater way, 

God receives sinners through Jesus Christ. We are not 

saved because we have done enough good things, made 

up for our sins, or cleaned ourselves up. We are saved 

because Jesus died and rose for us. As Ephesians 2:8 

says, òFor by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.ó 

This is especially important for our youth to hear. Stu-

dents often feel pressure to prove themselves through 

grades, sports, friendships, appearance, or popularity. 

They may also carry guilt over mistakes, sins, or ways 

they have wandered from God. The Gospel speaks a 

better word. In Christ, they are forgiven, loved, bap-

tized, and welcomed home. Grace does not ignore sin. 

Grace points us to Jesus, who carried our sin to the 

cross and gives us His forgiveness freely. That is good 

news for our youth, and it is good news for every one 

of us.           - Andrew Osborne, Youth Minister 

Grace Through Music 

Martin Luther himself believed music was one of Godõs 

greatest gifts, second only to the Word. He understood 

that songs have a way of staying with us long after ser-

mons fade from memory. A hymn sung at a funeral, a 

baptism, Holy Communion, or a difficult season of life can 

become a lifelong reminder of Godõs mercy. That is why 

grace is so central to Lutheran music. We sing not to 

impress God, but to proclaim what God has already done 

for us. Whether through the rich poetry of classic hymns 

like òAmazing Graceó or òA Mighty Fortress,ó or through 

newer worship songs, the message remains the same: 

Christ meets us with mercy, hope, and unconditional 

love. In a world that constantly tells us to achieve more, 

prove ourselves, and earn our worth, Lutheran worship 

music continues to sing a different song ñ one of grace 

Everyday Grace 

During a recent trip to MI, Nancy and I were listening 

to Enlighten, a Southern Gospel music channel on Siri-

usXM, when humorist Tim Lovelaceõs òMoments that 

Motivateó came on. Tim described how he was crossing 

the Ohio River on a car ferry when he witnessed the lead 

car in the line of cars waiting to depart, put their car in 

gear and instead of going forward, went in reverse and 

smashed into the car behind them. What happened next 

surprised Tim. Instead of jumping out of her car to con-

front the elderly couple that had caused the accident, the 

young woman whose car was run into, sat calmly in her 

car and then reassured the other couple that got out of 

their car to survey the damage and apologize, that it was 

alright. What a display of grace! In chapter 3 of St. Paulõs 

letter to the Colossians, he writes in verses 12 and 13, 

òPut on then, as Godõs chosen ones, holy and be-

loved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meek-

ness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one 

has a complaint against  another, forgiving each other; as 

the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.ó The 

Lutheran Study Bible note for verse 13 states: òForgiving 

others shows that we truly believe God has forgiven us.ó 

We ourselves probably have numerous opportunities in 

our own everyday encounters with others to provide or 

show them some grace. Let us never forget Godõs grace 

by failing to love our neighbors every day by showing 

them some grace too!             - Deacon Dave 

freely given. And perhaps that is why congregational sing-

ing matters so deeply. Together, we remind one another 

of the promises we most need to hear.  - Dave Rains 



 Filming of Zuzu began in West Virginia - the home of 

Jason Campbell who is the founder of JC Films. The 

production then moved to Manitou Beach where they filmed 

Zuzu and her friends at Tami and Lloyd Lashõs. The last scene 

was filmed in the LCOL Fellowship Hall and included many of 

the church members. It was fun to be part of the process, and 

everyone is looking forward to seeing the film next year.  

Lloyd and Tami and their doubles, Larra Donaldson 

and Kevin VanDonselaar 



OUTREACH AT THE  

ADDISON YOUTH CENTER 

 On March 10, 2026, Carl Connin organized a 

Pinewood Derby at the Youth Center. Students had 

three weeks to build their cars. LCOL men (Doug Morn-

ingstar, Bob Daum, Jim Budde, Dennis Pickford, Mark 

Arledge, and Gordon Brighton) assisted with weighing, 

scoring, photo finishes, and racing logistics. Laurie award-

ed medals for each age group and fun trophies for special 

categories like Cool Daddy. Attendees enjoyed tweaking 

their cars and watching the races, with Macy Anderson 

winning both her class and the final race-off. Thanks to 

Pam and Gordon Brighton for providing a hot dog meal, 

and to all who supported the derby. Family participation 

from parents and grandparents who helped build cars for 

made it memorable and enjoyable for everyone. 

 Jared Havens taught gardening basics ñsoil prep, 

planting, and fertilizingñto engaged teens at the youth 

center. Previously, another volunteer helped students 

build two planters; Jared prepared them for spring plant-

ing. Thank you, Jared, for inspiring the youth! 

 Special thanks to Katie Anderson for organizing 

snacks at the youth center in September, March, and May. 

She submitted donation requests to local businesses and 

obtained snacks and paper products. Thanks also to eve-

ryone who donated; the kids especially enjoy homemade 

treats! 

 Jan Thomas represented LCOL during the 

youth center clean -up dayñgreat job!  

Wednesday, August 12th 





 LCOL Outreach Supper 

and Movie Night  

Board of Christian Care 

Our Mission: To be Godõs helping hand, reaching out 

into our congregation, community, and globally in times 

of social need. With support from the congregation, the 

Gifts of Love program continues to assist our members 

and the local community. If you are in need or know 

someone who has a need, we can help! The easiest way 

to contact us is through the website, LCOL.org and find 

the òGifts of Loveó tab for the form to fill out with con-

tact information and what your need is. If you do not 

have access to a computer, you can stop by the church 

or call 517.547.4261. 

The Blessings Cupboard continues to see activity 

from the community. Indoor hours are available: Sunday 

mornings 8am-12pm, Tuesdayõs 10am-1pm, & Thursdays 

9:30am-12:00pm; the outdoor cupboard is available at 

other times. 

There are several ways to get involved with the min-

istry of Christian Care...Become a Meals on Wheels 

driver for the Addison Senior Center, volunteer to 

stock the Blessing Cupboard, help with Love meals or 

Funeral Luncheons, join the Prayer Shawl Group, organ-

ize Thanksgiving, Christmas & Easter baskets & more! 

We also support other ministries at LCOL-Fellowship 

activities & Outreach activities. Contact the LCOL Of-

fice or Julie Bauer for more information. 



Knowledge drives good decisions. Take a moment to 

review the bulletin board, financial reports, and company 

updates ñ staying informed helps each of us understand 

our progress, our challenges, and the role we play in 

building a stronger organization together. 
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Every gift has a purpose, and every person has a place to 

serve. Our church ministries and leadership teams are op-

portunities to become the hands and feet of Jesus in prac-

tical and meaningful ways. Take time to learn about the 

leaders serving our church family, discover where your 

talents and passions can make a difference, and contact a 

ministry leader to become involved in the work God is 

doing through our church. 



Come join us this summer at 
Lutheran Church of the Lakes 



Come join us this summer at  
Lutheran Church of the Lakes  

 

CARE PREGNANCY CENTER 5K 

SATUDAY, June 20, 2026 events start at 

8:00AM at Heritage Park 

3241 N. Adrian Hwy. across from Adrian 

Cinema 10 on North M-52 

info@cpclenawee.com /517-263-5701 



Get to Knowð Ellen Jodway 

Ellen Jodway lives out her faith through dedicated service 

wherever she goes. During the summer months in Che-

boygan, she volunteers twice monthly at St. John Luther-

an Church, helping prepare quilts and assist with funeral 

meals. She is also active in the community as an usher at 

the opera house and coordinates T-shirt sales for the 

Top Oõ Michigan Outboard Racing Clubõs major August 

event, which draws participants from across the country 

and beyond. 

At LCOL, her longtime home church, Ellen continues to 

serve as an usher, support Operation Christmas Child, 

and contribute through donations. Over the years, she 

has also taught Sunday School and helped with church 

events. She additionally ushers at summer performances 

at the Croswell, and all of her grandchildren were bap-

tized at LCOL. 

While in Florida, Ellen remains deeply involved in out-

reach. She helps collect and distribute essential items 

through local estate sales for the Jesus Loves You Minis-

try, which serves individuals in need through mobile 

showers, laundry services, and Bible study. 

Since 2015, Ellen has volunteered with the Punta Gorda 

Isles Civic Association, assisting with medical equipment 

loans and member services. As program coordinator 

since 2017, she manages inventory and ensures surplus 

supplies are safely donated to local organizations. 

Ellen is also active in Beyond Ourselves, a service group 

supporting charitable causes. Their annual Home Tour 

fundraiser recently raised nearly $90,000 for childrenõs 

charities. At Faith Lutheran Church in Punta Gorda, she 

leads a quilting group that creates mats and quilts for 

those in need and supports a wide range of outreach ef-

forts. She also organizes events like a cookie walk and 

flea market, helping raise $4,500 for local charities this 

year. 

Ellen shares that her passion for helping others comes 

from her father, saying, òTrying to help the less fortunate 

is something I inherited from my dad.ó 

In 2023, she was nominated for the Lutheran Services 

Florida Good Samaritan Award. As noted in her nomina-

tion, Ellenõs Christ-centered compassion and energy 

make her an inspiring example of service to others. 



Visiting Angels 

Led by Julie Arledge, the Visiting Angels have visited 

several of our LCOL family. You can tell by the smiling 

faces that our friends are happy to spend timewith 

Julie and Mark. If anyone needs or knows someone 

who would like a visit or if you would like to visit oth-

ers, please let Julie know. There will be a meeting soon 

for those who have already volunteered to visit. Thank 

you!      - Julie Arledge 

I was asked to provide the recipe for my Go-To-Beans! 

These have appeared at Fish Fries, Banquets, Potlucks, Lake 

Gatherings and are a family favorite at these events! You can 

bake them, but I always put them in the Crock pot. I change 

bean combinations as I have added, butter beans dark red 

kidney beans or garbanzo beans. Have fun with it and enjoy!    

- Kathy Schmidt 

Recipe CALICO BEANS  

1 1/2 LBS. ground beef 

1 can baked beans 

1 can kidney beans 

1 can northern white beans 

3/4 cup brown sugar 

1 pkg onion soup mix 

1/2 cup of ketchup 

1 Tbsp. vinegar 

1 Tbsp. mustard 

1/2 tsp oregano 

1/8 tsp garlic powder 

Brown meat. Drain off fat. Mix all ingredients together in a 

casserole dish. Bake 350 degrees for 45 minutes. A crock 

pot works great too. 



 History-Hal Schmidt, longest serving Elder  LCOL Easter Egg Hunt 2026 

The outreach team collected and filled a whopping 1,500 

eggs that we hid in the church yard for kids to find this 

year. The eggs had candy, cross necklaces and bracelets, 

stickers and Bible verses in them. One parent said that 

her daughterõs visiting friend texted her daughter a Bible 

verse that sheõd gotten in an egg and they ended up tex-

ting Bible verses they found in their eggs to each other 

and to other friends the rest of the day! How cool is 

that?! And here I was thinking that the kids would just 

toss out their verses! Oh me of little faith! Godõs word 

doesnõt return void!!  

The Anderson family did the lionõs share of filling and 

organizing the eggs in bags for distribution in 3 different 

designated areas based on age. Deb Gossett made beau-

tiful signs for each of the 3 designated areas. Heidi Ben-

nett led the charge for the hunt Easter Sunday, giving 

kids age 0-18 years the rules of the hunt. Lucas Bennett 

and Jeff Thompson led each group to their designated 

area and provided supervision. Katie Anderson headed 

up the ògolden eggó prize area. Each child was allowed 

to find 1 golden egg which entitled them to an age ap-

propriate prize of either a Bible, devotional, or a Bible 

coloring book, crayons and a little stuffed animal. 

**Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the hunt 

with candy and goodies or for donating golden egg priz-

es!!** 

The Outreach team also provided a lovely Easter back-

drop for family photos in the narthex. Hopefully people 

were able to take advantage of it! 

We joined the Church after hearing Pastor David Gadbaw 

give a Sermon at Trinity Lutheran Church in Jackson as a Vic-

ar. We as a young family were inspired by his drive and love 

of the Lord. As a result Kathy and I along with our young chil-

dren (Heidi, Karl, Karmen and Mark) made a family commit-

ment to join the fledgling church at the Target Building at 

Devils Lake. 

I was led through workshops I attended, Bible Studies and my 

natural disposition to learn that my Gift was to be a mediator 

or calming presence in difficult situations, empathy and leader-

ship. Under the guidance of Pastor Dave and continuing on 

through Pastors Steven Newberg, Pastor Tyson Bentz and 

Pastor Jim I have helped with the Church's leadership. I have 

served as Vice Chair for 2 years, Congregation Chairman for 

17 years, lead Bible studies for 25 years and as an Elder for 33 

years.  

The birth and growth of our Church has been challenging. It 

has needed a lot of patience and prayer with the ebb and flow 

of Church membership. My goal has always been to make our 

Church an open, welcoming and safe place to be. My true joy 

is assisting with Communion. I continue to serve because that 

is what I believe I've been called to do. Hal Schmidt 


